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  December 2020 

COVID Update 
Who would have thought First Presbyterian Church would worship virtually for Easter and Christmas in the 
same year? Not me, but here we are. After evaluating the COVID case rates in our area, and the fact that 
hospitals are at or near capacity, there is no rationalization to return to in-person worship after being closed 
for the month of November. At this time, our plan is to continue worshipping virtually through December. 
I will continue to offer the weekly worship video featuring Jeff Firestone’s music, Advent candle lighting, chil-
dren’s message, and photos of the beautiful Christmas decorations at the church. If you have a computer, 
tablet, or smartphone you have access to the worship video. If you have not yet been able to see the weekly 
worship video, please let me know. 
Advent and Christmas 
As I have said before, we are socially distant in this season but we are spiritually connected. Our Wednesday 
Bible Study cannot meet in-person while we’re shut down for in-person worship, but Bible Study via Zoom 
begins Wednesday, December 2 at 2:00 p.m. Also, beginning on December 4, you will receive a Friday Ad-
vent reflection email through Christmas Day. 
Connecting 
Thank you for bearing with me while I say a little more about communication. I am interested to know what 
communication you would like to see from me and from the church. The Sunday worship emails go to 108 
recipients. The app I use tracks that the worship emails sent in November were opened by an average of 
52% of recipients weekly. The November worship videos on YouTube have been viewed an average of 75 
times. There is no magic number I am looking for in readership or viewership, and I realize that all of us do 
not have access to a computer or email. But I would like to know if there is anything lacking from these 
emails and video communications that would make them more relevant or useful to you. Please call the 
church, call or text my cellphone, or email me if you have a suggestion. 
If you are a Facebook user, when you “like” the church Facebook page, you are notified when we post some-
thing there. When you “share” something posted on the church Facebook page, whether it’s a photo, an-
nouncement, or worship video, that post appears in your timeline. “Sharing” church posts boosts our public-
ity exponentially so others may also know what we are up to. I realize that we all use social media different-
ly, but if you are willing to “share,” you can help expand the church’s reach and get us noticed more. 
In the season of Advent, we are preparing for the coming of the Christ child into the world. And as we live 
our life everyday, we celebrate that Christ is already among us. I am grateful for the light of Christ that 
shines in each one of you, and grateful for the opportunity to labor among you as we are finding new ways 
to tell the good news of Jesus Christ in the 21st century. 
Grace, peace, and love 
+ Pastor Joe 

Online worship only through December. In-person worship resumes Jan 3, 2021. 
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option. 

Please click here to check the church website. 
Please click here to see the church calendar. 

http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org
http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org/0-calendar.htm
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Adult Christian Education News 
Wednesday Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 2:00pm via Zoom. The study consists of 

discussion on the sermon text for the next Sunday as well as topics from the book, The 

Sailboat Church. 

Our November Session meeting was a virtual 

meeting with nine members attending via Zoom. 

Two members were excused. Pastor Joe called the 

meeting to order with an opening prayer. As part of 

our Spiritual Leadership Development, Pastor Joe 

advised that the COVID-19 situation prevents a for-

mal wrap-up meeting to review our book study. He 

would like us to consider a time to share our faith 

journey. This might occur when lighting the candles 

at Advent.  

Sometimes we stumble or do not agree. When this 

happens, we should Stop, Pray, and then move for-

ward to where God is leading us.  

The Clerk reported a quorum was present. 

The roll of total members is 105.  

The November Presbytery meeting was conducted 

using Zoom. Pastor Joe, Commissioner Ken Gadd, 

and Kathleen Seewer attended the meeting. The 

Presbytery elected the Rev. Lynn Bova as the new 

Stated Clerk.  

Troy distributed the Financial Report prepared by 

Carolyn McMillan. YTD as of 10/31/2020:  

Income $156,997.17; Expenses $181,853.15;  

Net -$24,855.98. 

 

Clerk’s 

Corner 

Session Recap 

November 15, 2020 

Session approved: 

 the October 2020 minutes. 

 the Treasurer’s Report. 

 Sunday, January 17, 2021 as our next regular  

meeting. If a situation occurs that requires session 

action prior to that date, a meeting will be called.  

Committee Reports: 

CLS: The committee will arrange for hanging of the 

greens prior to November 29 which is the first Sun-

day of Advent. Although in-person worship has been 

suspended, the worship at home video will show the 

decorated sanctuary. The Trunk or Treat was suc-

cessful. The Cook family stopped by to say farewell.  

Operations: No official meeting. Julie advised session 

that the leak in the lounge has yet to be fixed. Sever-

al attempts have been made to repair the roof. Exact 

source of leak is still under investigation.  

Following a fire inspection, the motherboard in the 

fire suppression system needs replaced. Some EXIT 

signs which were not working correctly were fixed by 

a father of a Montessori student. THANK YOU.  

Stewardship: For the period from September 24 

through November 12, 40 Pledge cards were re-

ceived totaling $144,028.  

Calendar: Diane will update the December calendar 

on the website.  

Thank You! 
One of the Montessori dads 
checked our “Exit Signs” to 
make sure they are working  

properly.  He replaced batteries 
and did some minor repairs to 

all the signs in the building - not 
just the Christian Ed Wing.  

Thank you for helping to keep 
us safe!! 

Christmas 

Eve 

Service 

Thursday 

Dec 24 

Online only 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 

OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Happy December – we are finally entering this beautiful season of Advent!   

It’s been awfully quiet around the church this month.   No Sunday services 

or Wednesday Bible Studies makes for some pretty boring weeks around 

here.  We have been sneaking around and watching the Montessori School 

children and teachers, just to break up the monotony.  They took off a week 

for Thanksgiving break and my family and I are thrilled they will be back the 

first week of this month. 

One Sunday was a lot of fun – several folks came to decorate the church for 

the holiday season and they had quite a bit of fun (and a little excitement).  

The building looks beautiful and hopefully you will all be able to be back in 

the pews enjoying the Advent services. 

The Christmas family tree is up – already a bunch of gifts are piling up under 

it.  Thanks to all of you kind folks four families will be having a joyful holi-

day.  My children love to sneak in the lounge and see the pretty tree and 

brightly colored presents. 

The mitten tree project was a huge success.  A total of 232 pair of mittens/

gloves were given to the Fairborn Primary School.  Once again, your gener-

osity will help many children stay warm through the upcoming cold, winter 

days. 

As you are all busy bustling around preparing for the holiday – remember 

that Jesus is the Reason for the Season!   Be generous with your love and be 

kind with your words.   It is not “how much someone got 

or spent” that matters, but how much we have freely giv-

en of ourselves to those around us.  Be the first to say 

“Merry Christmas”, and be the first to offer praise.  Give 

yourself the greatest gift of all, spread the love! 

~Ecclesial Mouse 

Stewardship 
Stewardship is a call to manage everything God brings into our lives in a manner that honors God.   Although 

our official campaign is once a year, there are opportunities for stewardship every day… 

Today we can send in our 2021 pledge card – it’s not too late.  So far, we have received 43 cards for a total 

of $147,628 pledged.  Thank you to everyone who has turned in a 2021 pledge card! 

Today we can make a contribution to support the mission of the church in 2020.  (Thanks to the CARES ACT, 

$300 is tax deductible over and above the 2020 standard deduction.) 

Today we can recycle.  We recycle aluminum cans to support our mission with the 

Fairborn schools.  Leave the cans at church or call the church office for a pick up. 

Today we can send a note to someone.   

Today we can call someone. 

Today we can let a friend know they are loved.      

Today we can pray. 

Today we can challenge ourselves to see opportunities to honor God every day.      

More  teachers from 
“Adopt A Fairborn Teacher”  

say 
Thank You! 
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Heidi shows her grandparents 
 how it’s done. 

Roland got 
the high 
points for us 
while Leslie 
and Colleen 
assisted. 

Cathy and Maryann get the bows ready 
for the garland that Leslie and Maryann 
hung along the sides of the sanctuary. 

The book that Linda made to document last 
year’s decorations helped things go smoothly. 

Colleen helps Julie hang 

the banners for Advent. 

Cathy puts the 

snowflakes 

up in the entry 

way. 

 

Erik and Diane 

put the manger 

in place. 

 

The Crew:  Leslie, Troy, Maryann, Diane, and Erik (front) 
                    Roland, Mitch, Linda, Julie, and Cathy (back) 
                    Colleen and Heidi (not pictured) 

Hanging 

of the 

Greens 

2020 
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Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for your donation.  We are so blessed to 
have you as a friend of We Care Arts!  During this time 
of uncertainty, your thought and support continue to 
be the very life of our organization. Your generosity 
drives our mission of turning disabilities into possibili-
ties through art.  We will continue the work of bring-
ing together people at all levels of physical and cogni-
tive ability to heal through creativity. 
Thank you again for ensuring our mission continues! 
Your support is greatly appreciated! 
Sincerely, 
Darlene Langhout 
Executive Director 

Dear Friends of Catch the Building Spirit (CtBS), 
Thank you for your recent gift to CtBS/Catholics and 
Presbyterians Building Together.  Your support is sin-
cerely appreciated. CtBS has assisted low-income per-
sons in obtaining safe, affordable, and quality housing 
since 1993, in cooperation with Habitat for Humanity. 
We enthusiastically look forward to serving many 
more families in the coming years. 
Thank you for our continued support 
even in this challenging year! 
Sincerely, 
Janet E. Miller 
Treasurer, Catch the Building Spirit 

Christmas Card Shower 
Please help us make the holidays a little brighter 
for the residents of three senior living facilities by 
giving them Christmas cards.  We need over two 
hundred cards to ensure that each resident gets a 
card.  Ideally we would like to give each resident 
two or three cards. 
We need your help by having you: 
 Write a short greeting in a Christmas card 
 Sign your first name 
 Don’t address or seal the envelope (Pastor Joe 

will add a note card with information about 
our church.) 

 By Dec 9th, please bring them 
to the church office (call first 
to make sure the office is 
open) or contact Linda 
Hartsock or Diane Sondergelt 
to have them picked up from 
your home (leave them in a 
bag on your door) 

If you need cards, please let us know.  This holiday 
season will be especially difficult for these resi-
dents due to the visiting restrictions caused by the 
pandemic.  We want to make the holidays a little 
brighter for these residents. 
Thank you, 
Linda Hartsock and Diane Sondergelt 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—DECEMBER2020 NEWSLETTER 

 6 

 

   

 

Happy Birthday! 

Dec 10 Janet Swaim 

 12 Sondra Snyder 

 16 Eloween Lewis 

  Gary Snyder 

 24 Carolyn McMillan 

 25 Carol Murphy 

 28 Edith Carlson 

 31 Bill McMillan 

Jan   5 Warren Thompson 

   7 Troy Oliver 

  Paula Saunders 

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020) 

Kind and generous friends, we anticipate again this 
school year there will be a need at Fairborn Schools 
for food and other items for students in transitory 
housing.  When you go shopping for yourself and your 
own family, think of these students and their families. 

1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as: 
Breakfast bars 
Pop Tarts 
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging 
Canned soup 
Cookies 
Crackers 
Chips 
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese) 
Fruit cups 
Fruit or vegetable juice 
Mac & cheese cups 
Peanut butter 
Jams, jellies 
Pudding cups 
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee) 
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”) 
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix) 
Tuna or chicken packets 
2.  Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toi-
let paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick), 
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes. 

Please leave your donation in one of the designated 
containers in the lower narthex.  If you want to docu-
ment your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with re-
ceipts attached for the Financial Secretary. Forms and 
assistance are available in the church office. 
THANK YOU! 
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December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study  - via 

Zoom 

3 4 5 

6 

Online Worship 
Only 

(With Com-
munion) 

7 8 9 

2:00 pm           
Adult Bible 
Study  - via 

Zoom 

10 11 12 

13 
Online Worship 

Only 
 

1:00 pm 
Cook at St.   

Vincent 

14 15 16 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study- via 

Zoom 

17 18 19 

20 
Online Worship 

Only 

21 22 23 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study- via 

Zoom 

24 
 

Christmas Eve 
Online Worship 

Only 
 
 

Office Closed 

25 

Office Closed 

26 

27 
Online Worship 

Only 

28 29 30 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study- via 

Zoom 

31   
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

 
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 

   Email Address:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Phone: 937-878-3954   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first 
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items 
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in 
the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Articles for the January Lifeline need  to 

be  in the office by December 29. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_____________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 


